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ENGLISH

Full Marks — 100
Pass Marks— 33

Time: Three hours

General Instructions
(i) This paper has four sections, namely, Section A, B, C and D, and contains 26 questions.
Section A - Questions 1 to 7
Section B ~ Questions 8 ta 12
Section C - Questions 13 to 18
Section D - Questions 19 to 26
(ii} Total marks for each section are mentioned under the heading.
(iii) Marks for each question are mentioned against each question
(iv) Mention for choice has been made in the question itself.

(v) Number of words/sentences required for certain questions is given in those questions.

SECTION —A
(READING)
Marks— 30

(Questions on Unseen Passages)

1. Read the following passage carefully:

Sher Singh’s brother lay in the hut with a severe pain in his stomach. His
mother wrung out rags in boiling water and lay them on his stomach. But
the pain did not lessen. In fact, he was doubled up with it. Sher Singh knew
that he was dying. So he decided to carry him to a hospital at Kalaghat.
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Sher Singh’s mother took an old sari and made a sling for him to put around
his forehead and down his back. She lified Kunwar, now doubled with pain
and put him into it. .

It was already cvening. All the huts of Laldwani lay in a strong orange glow.
Soon, Sher Singh cntered the forest. The rough grass was dotted with thorn
and sal trees. He took a path rutted with cart wheels. His bare toes disappeared
into silk-soft dust. Bul he stopped at once becausc of some jungle sense.
He saw a cobra contracting and hissing with its hood spreading to show the
spectacle, mark on the back. He was frozen but the cobra slid off into the
matted grass. ’

(i) Now answer the following questions in single sentences each :

(a) Why did Sher Singh’s mother lay the rags on the stomach of her

son? 1
(b) What did Sher Singh know? - 1
(¢) Why could not Sher Singh's. father be traced ? 1
(d}- Why did Sher Singh’s father have. the title ‘bahadur’ ? 1

(ii) From your reading of the passage complete the following statements ;
(a) There was an orange glow oh all the Huls of Laldwani because. ...... 1
(b) In the forest Sher Singh froze becausc.......... 1

(iii} Find out words/phrases in the passage having the following meanings—
ta) remove liquid by twisting. 1

(b) disappear silently. 1
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HIGH ADVENTURE-Edmund Hillary

When | was twenty years old I had my first long trip. With an older friend,
I visited the south Island of New Zecaland. One of our plans was to spend
two days at a famous tourist resort, “The Hermitage™, right in the heart
of the giant peaks of southern Alps.

We had a magniticent drive through the mountains and arrived at the Hermitage .
in the carly afternoon. Tt was a perfect day and the great peaks around seemed
to tower over our heads. 1 looked on them with a growing fecling of
excitement-the great rock walls, the hanging glacicrs and. the avalanche-strewn
slopes: And then strangely, stirred by it all T felt restless for action and decided
to go for a walk. I set off towards the Sealy Range, which I could sce high
up, behind the ‘hotet. 1 soor realised it was much farther than I had judged,
but for some reason 1 kept going on and soon with an astonishing sense
of achievement I climbed back down the long slopes to the Hermitage.
That evening, as I sat in the lounge, I felt restless and excited. And then
the humn of voices suddenly hushed, and I looked up to sec two young men
coming into the room. They werc fit and tanned, they had an unmistakable
air of competence about them. T could hear a whisper going around the room.
“They've just climbed Mount Cook™. . And soon they were the centre of
an admiring group.
(i} Now answer the following questions in single sentences each:
(a) What is ‘The Hermitage' ? )
(b} ‘Why did Edmund Hillary feel restless for action?
{c) Why could not he reach Sealy Range casily ?

(ii) From your reading of the passage complete the following statements:

In-the lounge, the group of people ddmlrud Stevenson and Dic
becausc........... .

(iii) Find out words/phrases in the passage whose meanings are:
(a) well-known . i
(b) cxcellent

(¢) surprising.
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(Questions on the Course Book)

(PROSE)

. Answer the following questions in one sentence each:

(i) How was the Montreal Olympics of 1976 memorable to Nadia? l
(ii} How are Manipuri dances similar to the Balinescand Thai dances ? 1
(iii) How have polio cases dramatically declined in India? . 1
(iv) How are acrosal sprays rclated to global warming? 1
(v)' Do we remember death when we arc in buoyénl health ? 1
Answer either of the following questions in about 30-40 words. 3.

(a) In what scnse docs a fair in rural India have three attributes ?
Or

(b) How is John’s heart not fragile and delicate ?

Answer the following questions in about 20-30 words: 2

(a) How is the Loktak Hydro Electric project harmtul to the KLNP (Keibul
Lamjao National park) ?

Or

(b) Why does fifteen year old Hena rarely smile?

(POETRY)
Answer cither of the following-questions in about 30-40 words: 3

(a) ‘Through various marvellous mecans
Mother Nature bestows her love on me.”

How does Mother Nature bestow her love on the pact?

4
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Or
{b) ‘Comparing the green they had seen and the grey they saw’.

Bring out the significance of this line.
‘Where children beg for a few rupees.” Why do the chitdren beg? 2

SECTION—B
(WRITING)
Marks— 30

Write an essay on any one of the following topics in about 150-250 words
using the hints given below: 10
The Course of study you would like to take after your HS.L.C.

Hints: Choice of the course — the reason for choosing it — how you would
try to be selecled for the course — Your parents’ attitude to your choice

— conclusion.]
Or

. Tree Plantation

Hints: Uses of trees — cutting down of trees in great numbers — harms
to environment — how tree plantation’ programme should be taken up —
conclusion. ]

Or
Newspaper
Hints: Iniroduction — part and parcel of modern day lifc — its importance
in democracy — defects — conclusion. ]

Write a letter to a local daily, The Daily Manipur, uxprusmg your views
about frequent strikes in Manipur. Sign as xyz. 7

Or

- You are Mohit and you live at Tikendrajit Nagar, Imphal. You havc a friend,

Devanand, at Yamuna Vihar, New Dclhi. Write a letter to him informing
him how you look part in the school debate and how you secured the prize
for the best debator. 7

N Contd.
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14.

of the passage by using the main points: 2+3=5
‘When somebody treats you badly, you naturally mtc.nd to take revenge on
him. Many people hold fo the doctrine ““An ‘eye for an eye, and a tooth
for a tooth.”” But it is not a good doctrine. Revenge is an act of passion
and often makes matters far worse. If you forgive your cnemy’s wrong
or injury, he will be ashamed of what he has done and you will have a
special viclory over him. Forgiveness is the noblest form of revenge. We
should not forget that we pray God to forgive us our sins.

A newspaper reporter has been sent to report the first day of HSI Xe
cxamination in various schools in Imphal. The notes hc made in his diary

are reproduced below. Now complete the report for him. 4
8 a.m.— been to several schools,
candidates, parents, guardians, police
8.30 — warning bell.

all candidates inside exam. hall,
Teachers busy

9 a.m. — perfect silence.
exam. atmosphere

. Today is a bad day for you. You have quarrclled with your best friend.

You are responsible for the quarrel. You want to apologise. Make a diary
entry of your feelings. 4

SECTION —C
(GRAMMAR)
Marks— {5

Insert the correct determiners in the following blanks.
(a) ——— Titanic sank in 1912.
(b) Come what ——, we shall go there.

o

You had overheard the following dialogue between Raghu and Sheela.
Raghu: I think on¢ of my snakes has escaped.
Sheela: Isn’t it dangerous ? You really must stop collecting snakes, Raghu.

6
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18.

20.

Raghu: But 1 like snakes-they are unusual pets.
Sheela: But T think it’s a dangerous thing to keep such pels.
Now report the dialogue to your sister, Bina. 4

- The following sentences are not altogether correct. Rewrite them correctly. 2

The total eclipse of the sun could sce all over the world. However, in Manipur
people could not be scen the eclipse because it was already dark when
the eclipse occurred.

Some words arc missing in the following sentences in the places marked
with /. Insert the appropriate words in these places. 1+1=2

That building / is fifty storied was constructed by a famous contractor. The
contractor / died last year left all his money to charity.

In the following sentences some words arc missing. Rewrite them adding
the appropriate words. 3

As Tomba is marrying a Sikkimese girl, Minoo wasn’t too happy it and
Tomba was rude Minoo. Tomba said he didn’t care Minoo.

Rewrite the following sentences by pumng the und(.rlmed words in their
proper tense forrn. 2

(a) We eal our dinner at ten last night.
(b) My brother dig in the garden since morning.

SECTION—D
(LITERATURE)
Marks— 25

. Why does the Irish air-man prefer death to life ? ‘ 2

‘Is prisoned in a dungeon deep’. Why docs the poet say that the tramp
is imprisoned in a.dungeon ? . .2

7 Contd.
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. *...I who have lost

My way...." )
Why does Kamala Das say that in her husband’s house she has lost her
way ? 2

“In still, yet brave despair.”
Why does the poct say that Casabianca was in ‘brave despair’ ? 2

_ “What a task it is to be the father of a grown daughter !’

Why does Tschubukov say so? 2
Show how the arguments about the meadows and the dogs develop into
a bitter quarrel in ‘A Marriage Proposal’ ? 5

Or

Comment on the character of Natalia.

Why did the listeners in the Story “The Face on the Wall’ call the narrator
a snake? : 6
Or

How -do you know Mr. Mulholland and Gregory Temple had becn killed
and stuffed by the land lady?

. Answer any two . of the following questions. 2x2=4

(a) ‘Let’s take a taxi upto the club’.
Why does the writer talk about taxi?
(b) Who, do you think, is responsible for Azam Khan’s ruin ?

(¢} Why could not the mother monkey protect her baby ?
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